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TRANSLATOR'S FOREWORD 


All praise belongs to Allah. We praise Him, seek His 
aid and forgiveness. We seek refuge with Allah from 
the evil of ourselves and misdeeds. Whomsoever 
All4h guides, there is none who can misguide him 
and whomsoever he misguides there's no guide for 
him. I bear witness that none has the right to be 
worshipped in truth except Allah, alone having no 
partners and that Muhammad is His servant and 
messenger. As for what follows; 


Allah, the Most — says in His Noble Book: 


os 3% ACA ZEA SAG a ae 
33 Si 424 zi Aa poh SAG LSC Oi a 585 


Aor ° “ os a 
S35) Oh 353 of «$a OS sof pees aes Se peree 
{ GS ge ae ae be be polis eas 2i 
“And We cause whom We will to remain in the wombs for 
an appointed term, then We bring you out as infants, then geve 
you srowth that you may reach your age of full strength. And 
among you there is he who dies young, and among you there is 
he who is returned to the miserable old age, so that he knows 
nothing after having known.” [Al-Hajj 22:5] 
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And He says: 


bp See BG Git ib Ss Bis us Kb S514 } 
een Oe SL 2 ger ( er AG. 
{ © Jal 2aci AGC AE is ae mo eee 


“Allah is He who created you (in a state) of weakness, then 
gave you strength after weakness, then after strength weakness 
and grey hair. He creates what He wills, And it 1s He who as 

the All-Knowing, All-Powerful.”|Ar-Rum 30:54] 


We notice from the last two verses that Allah 
mentions the stages of life that one travels. Some ate 
called back while in the womb, some during infancy, 
others live up until adolescence. Others live until 
they become middle-aged and while others return to 
the difficulty of old-age wherein they are in need of 
assistance with the simplest of affairs, all by the 
decree of Allah, the All-Knowing, and All-Wise. 
Found in this little booklet is directives, manners, 
rights, etc. That one must accept and fulfill when 
dealing with the elderly Muslims in — and the 
elderly in general. 
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That which motivated me to translate this booklet 
on this subject matter was due to its’ utmost 
importance and to taise awateness about it whereas 
today we find that there is a lack of admiration and 
tespect for the elderly whether they be Muslim or 
not. I would like to thank all those who assisted me 
in this work, and I hope from Allah that He accepts 
it from us all and allows it to be a source of benefit 
for whosoevet comes in contact with it. May peace 
and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his 
family and companions. 


Written by Abu F ouzaan Qaasim 
1° of Rabee' al-Awwal, 1433 


Al-Madeenah An-Nabawtyyah, KSA 
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BRIEF BIOGRAPHY OF THE AUTHOR 


His name: shaykh ‘abdur-razzaaq bin ‘abdil-muhsin 
al-‘abbad al-badr. 


He is the son of al-‘allamah muhaddih of medina 
shaykh ‘abdul-muhsin al-‘abbad al-badr. 


Birth: he was born on the 2274 day of dhul-qaddah in 
the year 1382 ah in az-zal’fi, kingdom of saudia 
atabia. He currently resides in al-medina al- 


munawwatah. 


Current occupation: he is a member of the teaching 


staff in the islamic university, in al-medina. 
Scholastic certifications: doctorate in ‘aqeedah. 


The shaykh has authored books, researches, as well 
as numerous explanations in different sciences. 


“Among them: 


1. Figh of supplications & ad-dhkaar. 


2. Hajj & refinement of souls, 


~™ 
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Explanation of the book “exemplary 
ptinciples” by shaykh ‘uthaymeen (may allah 
have mercy upon him). 

Explanation of the book “the principles of 
names & attributes” authored by shaykh-ul- 
islam ibn qayyum (may allah have mercy upon 
him). 

Explanation of the book “good words” 
authored by shaykh-ul-islam ibn qayyum (may 
allah have metcy upon him). 

Explanation of the book “aqeedah 
tahaawiyyah”’. 

Explanation of the book “fusuul: biography 
WS) by ibn katheer 
(may allah have mercy upon him). 

He has a full explanation of the book 


[Eo 
& 


of the messenger 4% 


“aadaab-ul-mufrad” authored by imam 


bukhari (may allah have mercy upon him). 


From the most distinguished scholars whom he has 


taken knowledge and acquired knowledge from are: 


1. 


His father al-‘allamah shaykh ‘abdul-muhsin 
al-badr—may allah preserve him. | 


a nt te amen etcttnitnnstidlemet tate en 
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2. Al-‘allamah shaykh ibn baaz—may allah have 
- mercy upon him. 
3. Al-‘allamah shaykh muhammad bin saleh al- 


‘uthaymeen—may allah have mercy upon him. 


4. Shaykh ‘ali nasir faqeehi—may allah presetve 


him. 
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PREFACE 


I praise Allah Al-Kareem (ie. The generous) by all of 
what He is praised for which He is deserving of. I 
praise Him, the blessed and exalted, with rich and 
good praises, with blessings just as our lord loves 
and contented. I praise Him, the glorious and 
exalted, for what He gives, because of His 
benevolence, His blessings, and his merits. I praise 
Him, the glorious and most high, because He guided 
us to this tremendous religion, and he granted upon 
us to the ability to adhere to the Swunah of His Noble 
Prophet—May Allah send blessings and praise upon 
him. I praise Him, the glorious and high, for every 
blessing which He has bestowed upon us old or new, 
in secret or openly, specific or in general, while living 
ot after death, that which is seen or unseen. All the 
ptaise that pleases him belongs to him, and all the 
ptaise as long as He is pleased with it is his. 


I testify that there is no deity worthy to be 
wotshipped in truth except Allah alone, who has no 
partners. Besides him, there are no other lords. 


There is no other creator except He—the Mighty 
and Sublime. He is the true deity of the beginning 


a wo 
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and ending of creation. He is the establisher and 
sustainer of the heavens and the earth. He is the 


creator of all of creation. 


I testify that Muhammad is His servant, messenger, 
His chosen friend, and His Khaleel (1.e., His exclusive 
and faithful companion). He is the custodian of His 
revelation. He is the one who conveyed Allah’s 
legislation to mankind. He left his nation on a cleat 
path; its night is like its day. No person deviates 
from it after him (the coming of the 
Prophet ds¢6allS ) except that he is destroyed. He 
established the proof (that will be for or against 
man). He clarified the way and explained the path. 


He did not go over any good except that he directed 
his Ummah to it. He did not go over any evil except 
that he warned his Ummah from it. He fought and 
strove in the path of Allah rightfully so until death 


came to him. 


May Allah’s Salat (ce. His praise and blessings), His 
angels Salat, His prophets Salat, and the righteous 
among His servants Salat be bestowed upon him. 


As to proceed: 
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Indeed, the Muslims today are in a dire need of 
being reminded about the rights of Allah, the Mighty 
and Majestic, the rights of His Messenger Jesus |. 
the rights of parents, relatives, neighbors, elders, and 
so forth regarding rights. 


50) HE MH HERR 
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REMINDER ABOUT RIGHTS 


Reminding the Muslims about these tights is a portal 
to good and a path towards righteousness and 
prosperity. So when the Muslim is reminded he takes 
heed and when he is directed to good then he is led 


on the right way. Allah says, 


CO) BTS SI 55> 


“And renind (by preaching the Qur'an, O Muhammad) for 
en the reminding profits the behevers.” |Adh-Dhattyat 
51:55] 


So the Muslim can recognize the beauty of this 
blessed legislation is the legislation of Islam. And 
that this religion is the religion of justice, the religion 
of giving everyone their due rights respectively, as 
Allah says, | | 


a Pad 


of 5 Fil oa GELS tents sich 225 ait ‘2 > 
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‘Verily, Allah enjoins Al-Adl (1.¢., Justice and worshipping 
none but Allah Alone - Islamic Monotheism) and Al- 
Thsan 1.¢., To be patient in performing your duties to Allah, 
totally for Allah's sake and in accordance with 
the Sunnah (legal ways) of the Prophet in a perfect manner], 
and giving (help) to kith and kin 1.¢., All that Allah has 
ordered you to give them ¢.g., Wealth, visiting, looking after 
them, or any other help, etc.: And forbids Al-Fahsha' (i.e. 
All evil deeds, e.g. I/egal sexual acts, disobedience of parents, 
polytheism, to tell hes, to give false witness, to kill a hfe 
without right, etc.), And Al-Munkar 1.¢., All that ts 
prohibited by Islanuc law: polytheism of every kind, disbehef 
and every type of evil deed, etc., And Al-Baghy (1.e. AH kinds 
of oppression), He admonishes you, that you may take heed.” 

| [An-Nahl 16:90] 


As a result, the establishment of these rights has 
been given to the Muslim since the person who lacks 
in a matter cannot give it. Thus, the one who does 
not know the rights of Allah that are upon him, or 
tights of the Messenger##, the rights of parents, the 
tights of neighbors, or the elderly in Islam and so 
forth, then how could he possibly establish their 
rights? How can he possibly be just? 


9D M MCR 
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GAINING KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THE RIGHTS OF 
OTHERS IS AMONG THE MOST SIGNIFICANT OF 
OBLIGATIONS 


Because of this, it is from the most significant of 
matters and most emphasized obligations is to be 
concerned with learning the rights of others; And 
that the Muslim’s concern about the tights, and 
learning about them should be with the intention of 
performing it and establish it in a true and complete 


manner. 


It is a must also to implement it as an act of worship 
to Allah alone; seeking nearness to Him. This 
knowledge should not be | merely to obtain 
information, to grow in knowledge and have a 
wealth of knowledge and so forth. 


So this is not the intention behind knowledge; rather, 
the only purpose of learning is to act upon it. This is 
the reason 'Ali Bin Abi Taalib, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said: | 


16 | GAINING KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THE RIGHTS 
OF OTHERS IS AMONG THE MOST 
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“Knowledge invites to carry it out. If he response to tts request 
then it will remain, and if not it will depart.” ' 


Thus, the citcumstance will not be free from this 
knowledge either being a proof for or against you; a 
proof for you if your concern is to apply what you 
have heard, and you have implemented what you 
have been guided to of goodness, truth, and what is 
tight, or it could be a proof against you if your 
pleasure from these sciences and learning is simply 
having a feputation. As the Messenger of 
Allah SE6Q5 had said, a 


a“ “ 


31° - of oe at ae 
HAs §] GS cee Olas 


“The Ouran will be a proof for you, or against you.”’* 


This requires all of us to have, within our hearts, a 
pute intention between ourselves and Allah 
pertaining to our listening to these rights in 
intending to carry them out, as well as performing 
and completing them. | 

1 Translator’s Notes: Meaning if one does not act upon his knowledge 
then it will not remain with him. Look in the book “jaami' bayaan”. Al- 
Khateeb al Baghdadi noted it in the book “Knowledge mandates action” 


#40. 
2 Muslim noted it (#328). 
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So as a tesult, he should listen closely, and he should 
have a ptepated mind for acting according to them. 
He should not have in his mind to be disinclined, 


mutraakhiyal’, ot mutawaaniyah’. For indeed the likes 
of this will not benefit. 


Because of this we are in greater need of these two 
affairs that Ibn Qayyim al-Jowziyyah (May Allah 
have mercy upon him) has mentioned in his book 
Miftaah Daaris Sa'aadah ° to what we could become in 
the example of this situation where he stated: 


“The perfection of every person can only be accomplished by 


these two qualtes: 


1) Ardent determination that will elevate and raise him 


him. 


2) And Knowledge that will give him insight and guide 


Hence, indeed the degrees of happiness and salvation will only 
escape from the servant from these two areas or one of the two. 


Exither the person does not possess the knowledge about the 


> 'Translator’s note: “Mu jaam al-Waseet” (page 349) said this word means: 
one who does not hasten to have precision, and does not have a concern 
about a matter. 

4 Translatot’s note: “Mujaam al-Waseet” (page 1102) said this word 
means: to be languish, hesitate, and slow. 

> Volume 1 page 46. 
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degrees of happiness and salvation so he does not move with 
vigor in the pursust of at. Or he 1s knowledgeable of ut; however 


his determination does not embark upon tt.” 


Hence, these ate two affairs from the most 


significant affairs of what he should become: 


e Knowledge that will guide you to the path of 
truth and what is right 


e And a lofty goal that will exalt you. That is to 
say it elevates you in the pathways to good 


and routes towards excellence. 


If the person possesses knowledge but has no 
ambition in acting according to it, then his 
knowledge will be a proof against him. If he has a 
strong ambition without any knowledge, he will carry 
out all matters haphazardly and rashly. 


Therefore, just as we ate in need of beneficial 
knowledge indeed we are also in need of high 
ambitions that, on the basis of it, the person will 
catty out the fulfillment of these obligatory rights 
and imperative duties which arte upon every 
Muslim—male and female. 


7 
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THE STATUS OF MORAL CHARACTER IN THE 
LEGISLATION OF ISLAM 


Indeed from the beauty of our noble legislation is 
that it has brought noble and high characteristics 
out, and it has cautioned us from shameful and 


2 ig 
aN ra 
& 


S said, 


poot characteristics. He ds 


2 
a“ oS 


we oR A. bee a 3S -@ 


“Verily I have been only sent to perfect and complete, righteous 


characteristics.” ° 


Zr 0o¢ 


ABLE Ss iA wer} 


“Indeed the dearest to me amongst you and the nearest 


companion to me on the day of resurrection are those among 


you who are best in characteristics.” 


6 Imam Ahmad noted it #8952, al-Bukhari noted it in “Adab Mufrad’ 
#273 from the hadith of Abi Hurairah—may Allah be pleased with him. 
Shaykh Al-Albaani authenticated it in the book “Saheeh of Adab Mufrad’. 
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Gc 
a 


Also, He S6%Galls said, 


a ed Gee ee ot 4 ) ao ° ae 
pleat 4>53 42l> py Aw cores v} 
SL 


“Indeed the behever will surely attain the level of the person 
who fasts and stands in the night (i.e., Praying at night) due 


to his excellence character,” ° 


Therefore, excellent moral character is among the 
things that this legislation invites to. So it invites to 
impeccable manners and noble character with Allah, 
the Messenger of Allah diezdeal [S , as well as Allah’s 
setvants. They are blessed mannets, and noble 
characteristics that the strength of this religion, its 
perfection, its completeness, and its high standing 


coy 
2 


makes clear. ‘That it is a religion of good qualities 
concerning its creed, its acts of worship, as well as its 
mannerisms and characteristics. _ 


7 At-Tirmidhi noted it #1941 from the hadith of Jabic—may Allah be 
pleased with him. And Shaykh Al-Albaani said in “Sahbeeh-ul-Jaam” #2201 
it is Hasan. 

8 Imam Ahmad noted it #25013, Abu Dawud noted it #4165 from the 
hadith of ‘Ayesha—may Allah be: pleased with her. And Shaykh Al- 
Albaani authenticated it in “Sahech-ul-Targheeb wal-Tarheeb” #2643. 
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This matter since some of the Muslims—or perhaps 
many of them— have forsaken it the remnant of the 
peoples’ interest for this religion has become weak 
from this angle. Otherwise, if the People of Eemaan 
wete to carry out what their religion calls them to do 
pertaining to rights, obligations, etiquettes, and 
vittues in the best manner; and these characteristics 
were to emerge within them, and if these attributes 
had become evident then certainly this it is among 
the greatest avenues of inviting those to enter this 
religion. 


| $0) HE HE HER 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF COMPREHENDING THE 
BEAUTIES OF ISLAM 


Indeed a time had long passed upon the Ummah of 
Islam when people use to enter the religion of Allah 
in crowds and groups on the part of what they saw 
on the people of religion from the completeness of 
their morals, the beauty of their social praces, and 
the integrity of their social interaction in all aspects. 


I read a statement of the great scholar, ‘Abdul 'Azeez 
Ibn Baaz, may Allah have mercy upon him and give 
him a place in paradise, in which he swore by Allah 
and he said: 

DG 3 pple Gb) 5 cdl ge ols J 
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Let ng 18s Ss ot eh a ES 
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pS | 


“The Mushms today, rather the whole world, are in a more 
acute need of a clarification of Allah’s rehgion, an indication 
of ets good quakties, and an explanation of tts reahty. I swear 

by Allah if the people and the world truly knew its realty 
today indeed they would have entered it in multitudes, just like 
they entered into in multitudes after Allah had granted victory 

to the Fes Prophet e\ 5s aigté over Makkah. Me 


By Allah, he proved to be true, and he was sincere. I 
met a man from India whom mote than a thousand 
Hindus accepted Islam by his efforts. All of them 
accepted Islim one at a time; he did not give 
Da’wah"” to two people together. His Dawah only 
pertained to a single person. _ 


His strategy in giving Dawah was that he had 
excellent knowledge of the religion’s good qualities, 
good mannets, and its perfection. So whenever he 
encountered one of the Hindus—and in most cases, 


? Shaykh Ibn Baaz’s Collection of Fatawa volume #2 page 338. 
10 Translator’s note: meaning calling to the religion of Islam 
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he would choose whomever he noticed had anxiety, 
erief, or regret about what passed him by, or he 
noticed that he is in a difficult sitting by himself. He 
would sit with him and ask him about his 
circumstance and his problem. There, he would 
mention to him some of the beauties of the religion. 
And he" said to me: 


“For many of them, it would only take fefteen minutes, or half 
hour at the most. I would cite to him some good quakties of 
this region. Afterwards, he would ask me, “How do I enter 
this religion? What zs the way so I can become one of the 
Mushms? How can I become a Mushm? So I demonstrated to 
hima Islam (what to say to the two testimontes) and he 


embraced Islam.” 


Indeed we—O nation of Islam, nation of 
Muhammad S536 
knowing the good qualities of our religion, drink 


Gc 
sa 


is in great need of firstly 


from its sweet spring and its natural spring well. 


We need to seek its shade, and quench our thirst 
from its fresh, pure water. 


11 The man from India who is telling the story to the Shaykh. 
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Therefore, we should follow Islam’s moral examples. 
We should devote our attention to the good qualities 
which the Lord of all that exists has called us to. We 
should be conscious that these good characteristics 
ate a command that the creator of this universe and 


the Lord of all that exists, the All-Wise, All-Knowing 


a of his creation have called us. 


Therefore, we should carty out his command, 
comply with it, submit, and obey hoping by that our 
Lord’s tewatd and His generous ptomises to those 
who fulfill what Allah commanded (us) to do from 


the rights and obligations. 


It is a must that you pay attention to this matter that 
your cattying out of these rights and your execution 
of them are only an act of obedience to Allah, 
seeking Allah’s reward and waiting for His promises 
in this life and the hereafter. From His rewards, 
which are given in Dunya’ and His# blessings, 
which are given in the hereafter, Allah says: 


EO 152 Ga, Kedy Val aa SOBEL 
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“(Saying): "We feed you seeking Allah's Countenance only. 
We wish for no reward, nor thanks from you.” \Al- 
Insan76:9] 


So take heed that you do not give, in acts of 
kindness, anything unless you ate compensated. If 
someone keeps ties with you, then you maintain ties 
with them, and if they separate it then you do too. 
One of the companions. said to _ the 


Prophet 26% 


"O Messenger of Allah, Indeed I have relatives, with whom I 

try to keep in touch mith, but they cut me off; I treat them 

well, but they abuse me, I am patient and kind towards them, 
but they behave in a foolish way towards me." 


So the Messenger J2264\[5 did not instruct him to 
sever his relationship with them although they would 


do so with him. 


net 
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He dsealls 

kinship even though they may break them, and he 
reminded him of the reward of Allah and His 
magnificent favors. Then He, said: 


only instructed him to keep the ties of 


he -- 


Nig (aI as pL ASUS < C45 45 E45 355 
GS fe Eb gle Fb ag Gas SIL 


"Tf you are as you say, then it ts as if you are putting 
medicinal powder on their faces. Aah nill continue to assist 


you as long as you continue to do that." 


We come to the point which follows _ this 
introduction subsequently. For indeed among these 
tremendous tights which this real religion calls and 
invites to are the rights of elders. 


50) HE ECR 


12 Mushm senettedl it #6440 from the hadith of Abi Hurairah, may Allah 
be pleased with him. : | | 
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THE RIGHTS OF THE ELDERS 


Whether this elder is a father, a relative, a neighbor, a 
Muslim, or a non-Muslim the elder has a tight which 


the legislation of Islam has come to keep, protect 
and establish. 


It was mentioned in an authentic narration from the 
Prophet dee64NlS , from the hadith of Abi Musa’ al- 
Ash’ari & that the Messenger of Allah 


cor 
& 


3 IGS] 5 48S GE 5 os UE 8 opal 


“Indeed from having reverence for Allah is to respect the white- 
headed (elderly) Mushm, the one who memorxed the Quran, 
_ who does not abandon reciting it nor 1s he extreme in tt; and 


the one who rules justly,” ' 


Therefore, these three individuals honoring them is 


from the signs of having reverence for Allah 8% and 


15 Abu Dawud noted it #4843. And Shaykh Al-Albaani graded it to be 
Hasan in his book “Saheeh-ul-Jaami” #2199. 
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admiration of Him#8, is the most magnificent 
demand and most glorious of goals. 


The neglectfulness of this obligation is a disregard 
of Allah’s admiration. Because, the Lord of all that 
exists invites you to do this matter due to what it 
contains of good, benefit, excellence, perfection, and 
beauty. So if, you neglgent this, then your 
neglectfulness is a weakness in your establishment of 
the reverence of the Lord of all that exists. Your 
establishment of this respect is from your reverence 
to the Lord of all that exists. 


So direct your attention to this lofty status and 
exalted station, which this right has established that 
it is a right of the old, grey haired Muslim; rather, it 
is established in the authentic hadith that our 


Ay 


Prophet Ss ele 


& 
a 


said, 
Lp SHS UES BR SU Ls 


“He zs not from us whoever does not respect our elders and 


shows mercy to our young.” ** 


14 At-Tirmidhi noted it #1842 from the hadith of Anas, may Allah be 
pleased with him. And it is in the book “Saheehah” of Shaykh Al-Albaani 
#2196. 
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Therefore, the elderly deserve respect and honor. 
They have a position, rank, and prestige which are 
imperative that it is preserved and maintained. So 
whoever does not respect the elders then he is not 
from us. The Prophet’s Jsseceaalls 


statement: 
“Not from us” 


Pertaining to the (above statement) is that whoever 
does not respect the elder and honor him is not 


upon the guidance of the Prophet S2eeall: 


he upon his proper way or His Sunnah, may peace be 
upon him. | 


Indeed, this tight with respect to what it is 
surrounded by it becomes greater and gains more 
importance. 


If he is a relative, then he has the right of kinship 
along with the right being elderly. If he is a neighbor, 
then in addition, to his right of being an elder, is his 
right of being a neighbor. 


If he is a Muslim, then he has_ the right of Islam 
along with his right of being elderly. If the elder is a 
father or grandfather, then the right is greater. Even 
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if the elderly person is a non-Muslim then he has the 
right of being elderly since the legislation has set out 
to safeguard the rights of the elderly even if he is 
among the non-Muslims. | 


So pethaps your adherence of his right could be a 
reason for him accepting this religion during this 
latter stage in his life and closeness to leaving this 


world. 


So he will see the generosity, kindness, nobility, and 
beauty of this religion. Especially, if he sees that his 
rights ate being neglected within his own false creeds 
and false belief that he was raised upon and lived. 


Thus, he will enter into the religion based upon this 
shining matter which he sees with his own eyes 
whereas this right has been neglected. 


So that has come in between him and accepting this 
religion, and this is an observation that it is essential 


to follow. 


Let's ponder over this amazing story that was 
collected by Imaam Ahmad in his Musnad ” on the 


19 #26956 and Shaykh Al-Albaani graded its chain of narrators to be 
Hasan in his book “As-Saheehah” volame #1, #895. 
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authority of Asmaa' Bint Abi Bakr, May Allah be 
pleased them. She said, 
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‘When the Messenger of Allah E:2¢5N% came to sop in 
Dbi Tuwa, Abu Quhaafah said to one of his granddaughters 
from his youngest son: “O Little girl! Inform me of Abi 
Qabees.” She said, “Indeed, he has become blind!?” She said, 
‘So I had to watch over him.” He said, “O little girl! What 
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do you see? She said, “I see a crowd of people gathering.” He 
said, “Those are the horses.” She said, “I see a man moving 
in between the multitude from the rear and from in front.” He 
said, “O little girl, that is the Wazii”’. Meaning, he is the 
one who commands the horses and directs them. Afterwards, 
she said, “By Allah, the army has been spread out.” So he 
said, “By Allah, when the horse moves then hasten me to my 
house. Then suddenly she was surrounded, and the men on the 
horses took him before he could reach his home. On the neck 
of the Little girl was a necklace of hers made of paper leaves so 
a man reached for it and tore it from her neck she said, “So 
when the Messenger of Allah issescial} 


& entered Mecca and 


wt 


entered the Maszd ee — rr Ouhaafah to 


So when the Messenger of Allah EXCESS said to him, 
“Why did not you leave the old man in his house so that I 
could come to him in his house?” Abu Bakr said, “O 
Messenger of Allah! It 1s more preferable that he walks to you 
than you walk to him.” He said, “So he asked him to sit 


down in front of him.” 


Then he (.e., The Messenger) wiped off the old man’s chest 
and said to him, “Accept Islam and he accepted.” 


So Abu Bakr with Abu Ouhaafah came to see the Messenger 
of Allah SSERSEANS while his head (Abu Ouhaafah) was 
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ke a tree/ plant that has white flowers and fruits that can be 
compared to a grey hatred person and the Messenger of Allah 
SISSEGMS said: “Change this from his hair.” Afterwards, 
Abu Bakr stood and took hold of the little girl’s hand and 
said, “T request by Allah for the necklace of my sister. And 
no one replied.” So he said, “O my tittle sister! Please, 


sacrifice tt in anticipation of Allah’s reward in the hereafter.” 


He, Imam Ahmad, noted it in summarty from the 
hadith of eats Allah be pleased with him. 
And his wording, — 


Fee ree RN aati gt ANH 


Had you sat the old man in lus house indeed we would have 
come to him out of honor for Abi Bakr.” 


What effect will this speech have on the soul? What 
impact will it have on the heart? By Allah! It will 
cettainly open the hearts wide and will make it 
become accepting, and open hearted to what it is 
being invited to. So for this point he (the old man) 
tushed to embrace Islam without any hesitation. 


Fven if, a person’s parents are non-Muslim, the 
legislation of Islam has brought the preservation of 
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his rights out even if they call their son to disbelieve. 
The Most si says, 


“7 ad > 4 aad 


Rie SG fhe Ig 4 AS Jl de SIG of 


a 


‘But if they (both) strive with you to make you join in worship 
with me others that of which you have no knowledge, then obey 
them not, but behave nith them in the world kindly.” 
[Lugmaan 31:15] 


He did not say, 


“And of they strive to make you ascribe partners with Allah 
with me others that of which you have no BOOHER then be 
disrespectful to them.” 


Rather He said, 


€ Cask Sep 
“Do not obey an 7 


Likewise, if the petson’s father abandons the prayer 
ot is a Faasig (open sinner) then his right of 
parenthood and his right of old-age still remains. He 
should be treated according to the prerequisite of 
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this right out of adhering to his rights and joining 
their hearts. 


Perhaps Allah will guide them back to the truth and 
what is tight. At the same time, advice should be 


offered to him with good manners and without 


looking down upon him and being arrogant. 
Perhaps Allah may bestow upon him guidance and 
success towards uprightness. 


In any tate, our religion is a religion of goodness, 
ease, kindness, justice; it is a religion of adhering to 
the rights and carrying them out. It is a religion of 
giving every person his due rights. 


Our legislation has come to safeguard the tights of 
elders and adhere to it even if he is not Muslim. So 
what is the case if this elder is a Muslim, a neighbor, 
a kin, or if he is a father or a mother? No doubt then 
the right is greater. 


Rather, indeed this is from the greatest of actions 
that draw one closer to Allah; from the most 
magnificent means of attaining Allah’s pleasure and 
relief from wotties and facilitation of one's affairs 
just like what is witnessed in the story of the three 
individuals who took refuge in a cave in a mountain. 
So they entered it, and a boulder fell from the 
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mountain and blocked them in the cave. Each one of 
them implored Allah using his most virtuous actions. 
The waseelah of one of them was his establishment of 
this grand right and his adherence to this 


magnificent request where He said in his Tawasul, 
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‘O Allah, I have two o eldert ly parents, and I would give 
priority to no one over them two in drinking their share of 
milk, which they would drink. One day, I sought a matter 

that kept me distance (from the house), and I did not return to 
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them until they had fell asleep. I milked the goats, cows of 
their afternoon milk, and I found them two sleeping (t.e., Flas 
parents). I distked giving priority to anyone over them two in 
drinking their share of milk. 


Thus, I remained while the drinking vessel was in my hands 

waiting for them to wake up at the appearance of Fajr. So 
they woke up, and they drank their afternoon milk. O Allah! 
Lf I had done that seeking your face, then (please) reheve us of 


what we are in pertaining to this rock.” '° 


Therefore, that was a significant means for removing 
their worries, and it was a facilitation of their affairs. 


5) HH CQ 


_ 1¢ Bukhari noted it #2215 and 2272; and Muslim noted it #2743. 
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TEXTUAL EVIDENCES FROM THE QUR'AN AND 
SUNNAH 


TEXTUAL EVIDENCES FROM THE QURAN AND 
SUNNAH 


The texts of our purified legislation and evidences of 
the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of the Prophet 
Msglealls in adhering of this right as well as 
establishing it are very abundant. The People of 
Knowledge have mentioned them in the books of 


manners. 


If you wete to read the superb book by Imaam al- 
Bukhaari, may Allah have mercy upon him, ALAdab 
al-Mufrad ot other than that from the books of the 
people of knowledge in this area indeed you would 
see from the prophetic narration as well as several 
texts, which call and invite the people of Eemaan and 
all of the Muslims to establish this grand right and 
ptesetve it; however, surely you would notice within 
this book as well as other than it from the books of 
the people of Sunnah the exalted decorum and 
sublime character with the elderly that the generation 
of the Companions# was upon as well as those who 


followed them in excellence. 
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So we will go through some brief instances of that as 
well as some reminders of it, Allah willing. 


HEHE 
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THE IMPACT OF SERMONS AND REMINDERS 
SHOULD NOT BE TEMPORARY 


At this point, we would accept a prospective that is 

required. If we wete to hear about the rights of 
elders, the legislation’s invitation to catty it out and 
adhere to it, then every one of us will need of a 
summary of the things that every person should 
visualize within himself and has within his mind so 
that it will be an aid for him to carry out this task. 


Otherwise, the influence of this hearing will be 
temporary or non-existent. I will mention briefly a 
problem which we are afflicted by it abundantly 
throughout our practical life whereas we certainly 
listen to beneficial lectures and impressive reminders 
except that our influence by it will be brief. 


So to some people, the effects of the exhortation will 
stay with him for a week, or less, or more then it will 
come to a halt. | 


It is not appropriate for us that our circumstance is 
like this; rather, it is appropriate that our 
circumstance is that we ate admonished and 
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reminded from the ways of good is continuous and 
uninterrupted. Allah, Most High, says: 


fer SL 27% O-€- gk Fr - ae aan, ae a 
515 @) Gis JaN5 4 GE 56S ew Sgbes CUES oe 3 


£&) Cait by Aaah @) Cas Fi Ts AY 
‘But if they had done what they were told, it would have been 
better for them, and would have strengthened their (Faith); 
and indeed we should then have bestowed upon them a great 
reward from ourselves. And indeed we should have guided 
them to a Straight Way.” |An-Nisaa 4:66-68} 


From what is strange concerning what has been 
mentioned on this occasion is that one of the people 
who prays at the masjid came to the khateeb ” of the 
central masjid of his district scolding him, so he said 
to him: 


“You have been preaching to us for several years, so what have 
you done? What thing have you sent forth??” 


The khateeb tesponded to him without delay: 


“And all during this time you have been hstening closely to 


me, so what have you all been doing??!”’ 


_ ™ Translator’s note: the khateeb is the one who delivers the Friday 


sermon. 


44 | THE IMPACT OF SERMONS AND REMINDERS 
SHOULD NOT BE TEMPORARY 


Therefore, the duty of the Ahateeb is to clarify, 
admonish, and remind the people. The person 
listening should act according to the good whenever 
it reaches him, and remain in it seeking assistance 
from Allah in order that this good will stay him 

_ applying it in his actual life; continuously applying it 
until Allah calls him back while He, Allah, is 7 
with him. 


5) HM MCR 
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DIRECTIVES THAT MUST BE ADHERED TO IN 
ORDER FOR THESE RIGHTS TO BE UPHELD 


So in this topic that we are in “The Rights of Elders in 


Islam”, we ate in need of matters which in brief are 


incumbent upon us to visualize within ourselves 
until it becomes an aid for us in establishing these 
rights; that we persist in applying them until we meet 
| Allah, the glorious and highest. 


! I hope to summarize them in a number of points: 


The First point: Is that we stop at the textual 
evidences from the Qur’an and Sunnah that directs 
(us) to the importance of adhering to this 
magnificent right—the rights of elders. The 
evidences have a great impact on upon the believing 
souls and sincere hearts. By Allah! Then I swear by 


Allah again! Indeed the statement of our 
Prophet Jsceals : 


Cs 


YY 
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ORDER FOR THESE RIGHTS TO BE UPHELD 


“Indeed, from having reverence for Allah ts to respect the 
white- headed (elderly) Mushm.” | 


If this statement had encountered a righteous heart, 
which does not have any opaqueness on it of 
anything covering it indeed it would cause the heart 
to tremble and make an impression on it greatly. 
Likewise, his Ssdeals 


Statement: 
55-5 a SS Gh 


‘Whoever does not respect our adults is not from us.” '* 


Therefore, we need to listen to these evidences, and 
these blessed narrations from our noble Prophet 
the good. Good has degrees and phases. So the first 


so this listening will be an aid for us upon 


of its phases is listening, then comprehension, 
afterwards action and implementation. 


Thus, these are the stages, upon which, the slave 
advances steadily. For this reason, the legislation has 
brought incitement towards seeking beneficial 
knowledge and sticking to its' gatherings, because it 


18 Imam Ahmad noted it #6937, and At-Tirmidhi noted it #1920 from 


the hadith of ‘Abdullah Bin ‘Umar, May Allah be pleased with them both. 
Shaykh Al-Albaani authenticated it in his book “Saheeh-ulJaami” #5444. 
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is the gateway, which the Muslim will take 
possession of moral excellence through all of its 
forms as well as good deeds from its most expansive 
gates. 


The second point: is that you seek assistance from 
Allah and that you resort to Him in aiding you to 
carry out this right. 


Mile ee Nae a ele eel 
” Be diligent in whatever benefits you and seek the assistance 
of Allah.” ” 
And within the Noble Qur’an Allah, the Most High 
says, 
€O 225 Ahy KS Sy 


“You (Alone) we worship, and you (Alone) we ask. for help 
(for each and everything).’|Al-Fatihah 1:5] 
And Allah & says, 


477 JS oho 


& atte acc pe hs, et 


Muslim noted it #2664 from the hadith of Abi Hurairah, aes Allah be 
pleased with him. 
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“So worship Him (O Muhammad) and put your trust in 
| Him.” (Hud 11:123] 


Therefore, you do not possess any capacity to catty 
out these rights except if Allah provides you with 
support and success granted by Him. 


For this reason, the Prophet 
Mu'aadh Bin Jabal, may Allah be pleased with him: 


(eye ota 2 ei tee ee 


ere ae 
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“Verily, I love you, O Mu’aadh! So I said: And I love you, 
O Messenger of Aah! Then the Messenger of Allah 
EISEEANS (May peace and blessings be upon him) said: 
"Do not forget to say at the end of each prayer: O Allah-- 


assist me to remember you, aid me to show gratitude to you, 
920 


and assist me tn worshipping you in a complete manner. 


20 Imam Ahmad sored it #22119, Abu Dawud noted it #1362, as well as 
An-Nisaaee’ noted it #1303. And Shaykh Al-Albaani authenticated it in 
his book “Saheeh-ul-Targheeb” #1596. 
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So whenever you hear about moral excellence, or 
one of the ways towards good, then you should ask 
Allah to assist you upon that; that he facilitates it for 
you and that He grants you success to catty it out, 
and that He doesn’t entrust you to yourself. 


The third point: you, O Muslim, who has been 
eranted success, should visualize the splendid results 
and universal good things that adhering to this right 
and carrying it out in this life will result from you in 
the hereafter. 


Allah, the blessed and the most high, has prepared 
for those who carty out these rights enormous good 
things and numerous blessings in their earthly life, as 


well as in their hereafter. 


This kindness, good, and beneficence are among the 
means of having an abundance of provisions in this 


worldly life. 


Also, the appointed time of the person is postponed; 
and he is blessed in his life. His troubles, distresses, 
sorrows ate removed. The calamities and tribulations 
depart from him.. He dadeals | 
him, said: 


— 9 


may peace be upon 
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“You are granted assistance only by aiding the weak and 


feeble ones amongst you.” *' 


He Sexeals said, 


‘Seek (by aiding) the weak ones among you, for you are given 


provision and support only because of your assistance to the 


weak 99 22 


And He seeeas 


said, 


& ae a eee as ae go Zo BR. oe BOT Oe te 


21 Abu Nu’aym noted it his book “Ma’nfa-tulSahaabah” #577 from the 
hadith of Abu ‘Ubaydah, May Allah be pleased with him. And in its chain 
of narrations is Al-Waaqidee. Al-Bazzaar noted it #1159 from the hadith 
of Sa’d, May Allah be pleased with him. 

22 Imam Ahmad noted it #21731, Abu Dawud noted it #2594, At- 
Tirmidhi noted it #1702, and An-Nisaaee noted it #3179 from the hadith 
of Abu Ad-Dar’daa’, May Allah be pleased with him. And Shaykh Al- 
Albaani authenticated it in his book “4s-Saheehah” #780. 


THE RIGHTS OF ELDERS IN ISLAM | 51 


“He who desires adequate provisions and his hfe prolonged, 


should maintain good ties with his Rith and kin.” *? 


So if, the rights of elders is preserved, and the people 
of Hemaan (i.e., True faith) carry it out and adhere to 
it, then there is no doubt that this is among the 
ereatest means of facilitation of affairs, immense 
blessings, and the removal of trials, tests, and 
calamities from the people. Also, it is a reason for 
tremendous good and continuous blessings on the 
servant in his earthly life as well as his hereafter. . 


The fourth point: is that you bear in mind a 
principle and a basic law which many texts from 
Quran and Sznnah have directed to, verily it is: 


-~ 5 3g 


3 2 2 


“The way you treat others “you will also be treated.” 


Allah, the Sublime and Most High said, 


23 Imam Bukhari noted it #2067 and Imam Muslim noted it #2557 from 
the hadith of Anas, May Allah be pleased with him. 
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“Is there any reward ‘for good other than good?” | Ar- 
Rahman 55:60] 


And, on the other hand, He® says: 


6 AGN ies BSD 
“Then evil was the end of those who did evil.” [At-Rum 
| 30:10] 


Hence, the tewatd for righteousness is nothing but 
righteousness and the reward for evil treatment 


results in evil consequences. 


For this reason, it is mentioned in a hadith, that is 
taised to the Prophet Bee 
(i.e., Chain of narrators) there is some talk about its 
authenticity—that He said, 


G 
~~ 


-and within its Sanad 


Ss So 


saa Fp eee 
ars = a 


ad 
a“ 


THE RIGHTS OF ELDERS IN ISLAM | 53 


“Whoever demeans/ hunitiates a person of old age will io} dte 
— until Allah brings forth someone who will degrade and 


humiliate him when he grows old.” 7" 


If you admire and fulfill the rights of His rights, then 
48 will facilitate for you those who will fulfill 
your tights in your old age as a reward for that walen 


you used to do. 


There will come a day, Allah willing, where you will 
be aged, weak in the body, and senses. You will need 
those around you to take care of your rights and 


respect you. 


So if, you were unmindful of that with those 
individuals in your youth then that will be the 


recompense for your actions. 


a - # ¢ Pa Paes 
OIG ot LS 


*4 Ibn Abi Ad-Dunya’ noted it reporting it in the “Lafespan and Old age” 
#15. Pertaining to it (i.e. this narration) along with cutting off in the Sanad 
(i.e. chain) is the person named Ibraheem Bin Sarmah; Ibn Muayen said 
(about him) that he is a wicked compulsive liar. And it was mentioned 
from the hadith of Anas that was taised to the Prophet with the wording: 
“Not a single youth who treats hospitably a person of old age due to his 
age except that Allah will send to him one who will treat him hospitably in 
his old age.” At-Tirmidhi noted it #2022, and Al-Bayhaqi in his book “the 
branches of Emaan” #10485, Shaykh Al-Albaani declared it to be 
“Mun’kar” in his book “Ad-Daeefah” #304. | 
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‘The way you treat others you will also be treated.” 


This is a past and well known Sunnah (1.e., Way of 


things). The people are fully aware of their reality, 
and they have witnessed it within their own selves as 
well as others. So it is upon the slave who its true to 
himself that he must have Tagwaa of Allahs, carry 
out these tights, and obsetve them seeking Hisi 


reward, virtues, favors and kindness. 


The fifth point: Is that you closely examine the 
blessed state that our Pious Predecessors were upon 
from manners amongst the elders, respecting them, 
and respecting, value, and carrying out their rights. 


Therefore, you should notice that matter which our 
Pious Predecessors were upon. So. if, you read the 
biographies; the biographies of the Companions and 
those who followed them in righteousness, you will 


find pleasant stories and sweet-scented tales which 


they a icin 


You 


will find that the youth from the companions 
and the Taabieen (the second generation of Muslim 


Shaykh Al Albana?, S book Daeefab #4510. 
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wete in the utmost degree of manners and utmost 


respect towards the elderly. 


So you should learn noble mannerisms and noble 
characteristics through these biographies; however 
the one whose life passes him by and the splendor of 
his youth passes while he was enchanted with 
reading about athletes and different artists or the 
likes of them, then it is not possible for him to 
become acquainted with these noble and notable 
characteristics that our Pious Predecessots, the first 
blessed group (of Muslims) were upon. 


So how greater is our obligation to read their stories 
sO we can increase and gtow from the good which 


they were upon? 


Ses 49 SUS OLS ALE Ag, OLS 8,45 


26 Footnote from the author: “From the grave atrocities that have 
afflicted some of the youth is that they may have been raised by elders, 
however they are ignorant of their rights and consequently fail to fulfill 
them. Some may even insult or physically harm them. Therefore, it is 
imperative that these youth sincerely return back to Allah by learning 
about the rights of the elders and how to uphold them in the proper 
manner. They must be conscious of Allah when dealing with them before 
the opportunity passes them by. How many were negligent of the rights of 

an elderly relative who may have lived with him then he passes away and 
thus the youth was stricken with deep sorrow?” 
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“Whoever resembles then will be the most complete regarding 


it 99 27 


How beautiful is the statement of the one who said, 


a 
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“O Haadin, repeat to me their stories, for their stories drives 
away the thirsty heart.” 


Among the examples and parables of that is what 1s 
mentioned in Saheeh al-Bukhaari and Muslim on the 
authority of Ibn 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with 
them both, He said: 


a ee 


The Messenger of Allah sig 


upon him, said to his companions one day: 


may peace be 
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27 Majmoo’ Fatawa Volume #10, page 210. 

28 Translator’s Note: the word “Haadin’ is the one drives the camels by 
singing to them (1e. caravan leader). Refer to the Arabic dictionary 
“Mu jam Al-Waseet, 5 edition, page 167. 
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“Inform me of a tree that is similar to that of the behever.” So 
they began mentioning trees from the desert area. Ibn ‘Umar 
said: “It enter my heart—or my mind—vertly it was the 
datepalm tree and I started to want to say it then all of a 
sudden I noticed the age of the people so I was afraid to 


speak.” 


So once they became silent, the Messenger of Allah 


SISMEANS , may peace be upon him, said: “Tt is the 
datepalm tree.”’*” 


and the 


The examples of that are abundant, 
mentioning of some of them will come later. 


5) HE HE MER 


29 Bukhari noted it (21/ 6122) and Muslim (2811). 
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THE RIGHTS OF THE ELDERS 


As for the rights of elders which Islam has invited us 
to and commanded (us) with are: 


Firstly: Is honoring them just as it is mentioned in 
the hadith (.e. Prophetic tradition), 


a a ewe 


“He is not from us whoever does not respect our elders...” *° 


This is a magnificent statement that comprises of 

significant and very high meanings. The elderly 

should be honored, and he has dignity among the 
- people. 

He has standing, respect, and honor in the hearts’ of 


the people. 


This is the starting pomt and supporting pillar for 
catrying out the rights of elders; because whoever 
does not respect his elders, then it is not possible for 
him to carry out their rights. 


59 The complete hadith was mentioned earlier. 
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Therefore, honoring them 1s their right and it 1s at 
the same time a supporting pillar for carrying out the 
rest of their rights, as well as all of its obligations. 


Honoring the elder is that there should be a level of 
respect and esteem for them in your heart, and you 
should understand his level, status, and position. For 
this is one of his rights. 


Secondly: is what is mentioned in the other hadith, 
the hadith of Abu Musa al-Ash'ari, may Allah be 
pleased with him, that the Prophet dsxeqlfs 
peace be upon him, said: 


Lie LEN 63 A155] dil ILE] 3+ oF 


“Indeed from having reverence for Allah 1s to respect the 
white- headed (elderly) Muslim” * 


Meaning: that you should treat him reverentially 
according to what this statement directs (us) to; 
meaning with pleasant speech, fine interactions, 
friendly act of love and other than that from the 
illustrations of kindness. 


31 This hadith was previously mentioned. 
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Thirdly: is that you should start giving them the 
greetings of peace: As it is in the hadith (te. 
Prophetic tradition): 


pS at ge ote ee 
tl 


They young should greet the elderly. And the rider should greet 


a pedestrian.” aa 


Therefore, whenever you encounter a Muslim elder 
do not wait for him to greet you. Rather hurry and 
tush to give him the salutations of peace with all 


good manners, respect and politeness. 


Also, pay attention to his condition in his elderly age. 
So if, his hearing is still intact then you should greet 
him in a voice which he can heat, and he should not - 
be harmed by it. If because of his elderly age his 
hearing is burdensome then you should also take 
that into consideration. 


Fourthly: Whenever you speak with an elder be sure 
to call him by the most gracious address like “O 


32 Bukhari noted it (#6231-6232) and Muslim noted it #5772 from the 
hadith of Abi Huratrah—may Allah be pleased with him. 


a sera i 


THE RIGHTS OF ELDERS IN ISLAM | 61 


Uncle” or similar to that out of respect for his age, 


worth, and rank. 


On the authority of Abu Umaamah Bin Sahl, may 
Allah be pleased with him, he said, 
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‘We offered the noon prayer along with 'Umar Bin 'Abdil 
'Axeex, may Allah have mercy upon him. After some time, 
we left and came upon Anas Bin Maahk, may Allah be 
pleased nith him, and found him praying the forenoon prayer. 
I said: “O dear Uncle! Which prayer have you offered?” 
He said: “The forenoon prayer and this is the time of the 


Prayer of Allah’s Messenger, may peace be upon him, whom 


we used to pray with him.” ” 


33 Bukhari noted it #549 and Muslim noted it #623. 
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Also on the authority of ‘Abdur Rahman Bin 'Ouf, 
may Allah be pleased with him, said: 
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“While I was standing in the front line on the day of the battle 
of Badr, I looked to my right and left and suddenly there were 
two Ghulaam** from the Ansaar “Hadeeth As’naan” ” 
and I wished that I had been stronger than them. One of them 
winked at me then sad, “O Uncle, Do you know Abu 


34 Translatot’s note: the word “Ghu/aam” means a petson ftom the time 
of his birth up until his adolescence. And it is permissible to apply it to 
men. Refer to the Dictionary “Mu 7aam Waseet” 5“ Edition page 683. 

3° 'Translator’s note: Ibn Al-Atheer in his book “Au-Nihaaya” said about 
this phrase: “it is a surname for young men and in the first stage of life.” 
Refer to the publication of Daar-ul-Ibn-il-Jaw’z1, 4 edition, page 192. 
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Jah’ I said: “What ts your concern with him O nephew?” 
He said: “I was informed that he curses and insults the 
Messenger of Allah Sk2¢3Ex 

Lg 


soul 1s in Has hand of I see him, I not separate myself from 
99 36 


(4 
<a 


. I swear by the one who my 


him until one of us dies. 


Fifthly: is that he is given precedence in speaking, 
gatherings, food, and entering; for this is among 
their rights. For this reason, it is mentioned in Saheeh 
al-Bukhaari, and Muslim on the authority of Sahl Bin 
Abi Hathma, may Allah be pleased with him, said: 
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36 Bukhari noted it #3141 and Mushm noted it #1752. 
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“Abdullah Bin Sahl and Muhaiyisa Bin Mas'ud Bin Zayd 
set out to Khaibar. The inhabitants of which had a peace 
treaty nith the Mushms at the time. They both separated and 
then Muhacyisa came upon Abdullah bin Sahl while he 
thrown to the ground, trembling, walloning in his own blood. 
So He buried him and then he returned to Medinah. 'Abdur 
Rahman Bin Sahl, Muhayisa and Huwaiyisa, the two sons 
of Mas'ud rushed to the Prophet ete . So Abdur 

Rahman began to talk, and then the Prophet Sasreealys 

said, "Let the eldest speak" as Abdur eee was 

the youngest. So Fle, Abdur Rahman, kept quiet, and the 

other two spoke. The Prophet s2:60aJS (may peace and 
blessings be upon him) said: "If you swear as to who has 

committed the murder, you will have the right to take your 

right from the murderer. They said: "How should we swear uf 

we did not nitness the murder or see the murderer? The 


Prophet HERES (May peace and blessings be upon him) 
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said; “Then the Jews can clear you from the charge by taking 
Al-lymaan (an oath taken by men that it was not they who 
commutted the murder)." 


They said; “How should we beheve in the oaths of Infidels?" 
So the Prophet Es¢QS (May peace and blessings be upon 
him) himself paid the blood money of 'Abdullah.” *’ 


4 
a 


Also, the narration of the Szvaak”: and in other than 
that He S45 use to observe giving priority to 
the elder. 


It 1s teported on the authority of Maalik Bin 
Maghool that he said: 


Cees ig Ul ee 
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37 37 Bukhari #6655, #2937 and Muslim noted it #3160 from the hadith 
of Sahl Bin Abi Hathma, may Allah be pleased with him. 

8 On the authority of Ibn 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them both, 
said: The Messenger of Allah, may peace be upon him, said: “It was 
shown to me in a vision that I was rinsing my mouth with the mswaak and 
two people began to contend with each other over it. One was older than 
the other. I gave the miswaak to the younger one, but it was said to me: 
“Give it to the elder”, so I gave it to the elder.” 
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‘T was walking with Talha Bin Musrif, and we came to a 
narrow passage, and he would go ahead of me. 


Afterwards, he said to me: “Had I known that you were older 
than me even by a day, I would not have gone ahead of you.” 


Also on the authority of Fadl Bin Musa (may Allah 
have mercy upon him) said: 
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“Abdullah Bin al-Mubaarak, May Allah have mercy upon 
him, and I came to an arched bridge so I told him to proceed. 


He said to me: “You proceed.” So I asked him his age, and I 


was two years older than him.” ”” 


Sixthly: is that you should observe theit physical 
health, as well as, their mental state because of 
elderliness and frailty. This is among the matters, 
which many of the young are ignorant. 


39 Al-Khateeb Al-Baghdadi noted both of these narrations in the book 

“AlJaami of the character of the narrator (of hadith) and the etiquettes of the Lestener 

(of hadith)” the chapter: “of giving priority to elders when entering” Volume #1, 
| page #285. 
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You should know that this stage, which he is living 
in, is a stage of a total weakness in his body, health, 
as well as his senses; and if Allah lengthens your life 
maybe you will pass through this stage. 


Mankind in the first part of his life and in the prime 
of his youth he is untouched, young, his body is 
docile, and magnificent in appearance. Then he 
entets maturity of age so it changes his innate nature 
and some of his strength dwindles. Afterwards, he 
exceeds in age then he becomes elderly and older, 
lacking in strength, little movement, and incapable of 
performing the simplest of things. As Allah says, 
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“Allah is He who created you in (a state of) weakness, then 
gave you strength after weakness, then after strength gave (you) 
weakness and grey hair.” [At-Rum 30:54] 


And He says, 


ok a bes 6 ae : 
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“And among you there is he who dies (young), and among you 
there 1s he who 1s brought back to the miserable old age.” |A\- 
Hajj 22:5] 


Therefore, from his rights upon you are that you are 
awate of his physical circumstance, his mental 
condition and senses; however, without a doubt. 
some people because of theit old-age, feebleness, 
frailty, and weaken senses, his dispositions and 
modes of behavior returns back to the disposition of 
a young child, therefore, you must observe that. 


Whereas the one who does not understand this 
matter, you will find him quick at becoming restless 
from what the elder does, and he becomes fed up 
with his (i.e., The elder) conduct; because he is not 
awate of the circumstance which the elder is 


undergoing. 


So if, you envision this position, keep it in mind, and 
you will learn that it is a right upon you, and it is an 
obligation that requires that you adhere to it; then 
indeed you will carry out this obligation, observe it in 
the perfect citcumstance and in the most excellent of 
what it can be. a 


From the sad and gtave matters is that some children 
catty out some of the good treatment in the initial 
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stage. Then they get tired, weary and abandon the 
good treatment to the elder. 


Rather, the matter enters a phase that some of the 
children take their father or mother to a place that 
takes cate of elders, and they leave them in that 
place. 


Rather, perhaps they disown them, turn away on 
their heels, and do not ever adhete to their rights 
except on visits. In some retirement homes, the 
father or mother remains there for fifteen years, less 
oft more; and their children do not visit them even 
on the day of Eid So if, this child was asked: 
“Would you like for your children to treat you 
like this when you become old?” What will he 
say? Certainly he would be displeased with that for 
himself. And in the authentic hadith: 
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“Whoever wishes to be saved ‘from the Fire and be entered into 
Paradise, then let death reach him while he beheves in Allah 
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and the Last Day, and he should treat people the way he — 


wishes for them to treat him.” vo 


At any rate, regardless whether one of the parents 
teaches the level of senility ot not, then carrying out 
their rights is imperative in exchange for their 
goodness towatds you; you caring for them how they 
cated for you, and you protecting them how they 
protected you. Allah says: — 
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“And we have enjoined on man (to be dutiful and good) to his 
parents. His mother bore him in weakness and hardship upon 
weakness and hardship, and his weaning 1s tn two_years give 
thanks to me and to your parents, unto me is the final 


destination.” [Luqmaan 31:14] 


He, the Most High, coupled the right of parents with 
His right and gratitude to them along with gratitude 
to Him. 


& Si) b at lp 


40 Muslim noted it #4882 from the hadith of ‘Abdullah Bin Umaru—May 
Allah be pleased with him. 
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“Thanks to me and to your parents” 


This is an inseparable right that will last until their 
demise and Allah will question the slave on the Day 
of Resurrection about that. 


Seventhly: is supplicating for them, that you should 
ask Allah to prolong their life in obedience of 
Allah3%. That you should supplicate to Him for 
them to be granted success and uprightness. That 
Allah preserves them and grants them good health 
and well-being, and that He gives them a good 
ending. And that you should supplicate to Allah that 
He makes them from amongst those whom the 
Messenger Szcleal 
the best of people, he said: 


4 
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, said when he was asked about 
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“Those who live the longest and perfect their actions.” *" 


It was said that Sulaymaan Bin 'Abdil-Maalik ( may 
Allah have mercy upon him) one day entered the 


41 Imam Ahmad noted it #17680-17698, At-Tirmidhi noted it #2251 
from Ibn Basr. Imam noted it #20415, #20443, #20480, At-Tirmidhi 
#2252 from Abi Bakrah. And Shaykh Al-Albaani authenticated it in his 
book ‘Saheeh-ul-largheeb wal-Tarheeb” #3364, and in his book “As-Saheehah”’ 
#71836. 
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mosque, and found an old man. He greeted him and 
said: | 
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“O so and so, do you wish to depart from this life?” The 
elderly man rephed in the negative. He said, “Why?” He 
said: “my youthfulness and its evil have departed and the old- 
age and its good have arrived. When I stand up, I say, “In the 
name of Allah.” And when I sit, I say, “AM prazse belongs to 

Allah.” So I would like to stay in this condition.” * 


Meaning, that he wishes to continue being thankful, 
remindful and appreciative to Allah. So the evil of 
his youthfulness and what it contains the 
ovetpoweting of desires and leaning towards lowly 
things has passed. And now he has entered into the 


excellence and blessing of elderliness. 


42 Tbn Abi Ad-Dunya’ noted it in the book “A+ Unr wal-Sheeb” #29, and 
Ibn ‘Asaakir in the book “Tareekh Damshaq” #9159, and Ad-Deenuri in 
the book “4/Majahsah” #2021. 
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Therefore, he is living through the latter stages of his 
life nearing his departure from this world, so, he 
remembers Allah, shows gratitude to him, and he 
praises Him, glorifies Him, says the statement of 
Tawheed (1.e., Laa [aha Illa Allah) and supplicates to 
Him. Thus, he wants to stay in that state. 


Eighthly: is that he (the person) knows that no 
matter how much he pays back his parents he will 
nevet amount to repay his parents. On the authority 
Abu Huraytah, may Allah be pleased with him, who 
said: “The Messenger of Allah deseieallé 


“No son can repay the kindness shown by his father (parents) 
unless he finds him (t.e., Hes father) as a slave and buys him 


then free him.” 


And on the authority of Abu Burdah (May Allah be 
pleased with him) said: 


43 Muslim noted it #1510 in the book of “Tig” (freeing of a slave), At- 
Titmidhi #1906 in the book of “A/Biérr wal-Silah’, Abu Dawud #5137 in 
the book of “4+Adab”, Ibn Majah #3659 in the book of “4LAdab’, and 
Imam Ahmad #2/230. At-Tirmidhi graded it is “Hasan Saheeh”. 
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‘Tbn "Umar use to make circumbulation around the Sacred 
House in Makkah and he saw a man carrying his mother on 
his back saying: “I am like a tame camel for her! I have 
carried her more than she has carried me. 


Do you think that I have repaid her, O Ibn 'Umar? 
‘Abdullah Ibn "Umar replied, “No by Allah! Not even for 


the pain of one moan (from labor pains)!” 


And on the authority of Al-Hasan, 
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“That Ibn Umar saw a man making ctrcumbulation around 
the Ka’bah while carrying his mother and saying to her: “Do 
you think that I have repaid you O mother? So Ibn ‘Umar 
sata: “How foolish! No, I swear by Allah that you have not 


even repaid her one time.” * 


Hence, these ate in summaty some of the rights that 
ate mandatory that the Muslim must bear in mind in 
regatds to those elderly, as well as some warnings 
and instructions concerning this glorious subject 


matter. 


56) MH MCR 


44 Ajl-Mar’wazi noted both narrations in his book “4/Bzirr wal-Silah” #37- 
38. 
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CONCLUSION 


_I ask Allah to fill our gatherings with good and 
blessings; that He grants us success to acquire 
beneficial knowledge and righteous actions. I ask 
Allah by His Beautiful Names and Lofty Attributes, — 
that He blesses the elderly Muslims among our 
parents, relatives, neighbors as well as all the 
Muslims in general. 


I ask Him to protect them, place them under His 
protection, and that He grants them a good ending, 
righteous actions and proper statements. Just as I ask 
Him to increase the blessings in this treatise, and that 
He makes it a blessed reason for uprightness and 
rectification. That He accepts it with a good 
acceptance, and that He makes it solely for His 
Noble Face, and that He makes it beneficial for His 


slaves. 


Indeed He is the All-Hearing of the supplications, 
He is deserving of all hope, and He is sufficient for 
us and the Best of 
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Protectors, and the end of our statements is that all 


ptaise is due to Allah, the Lord of all the Worlds”. 


50) MH MH MCR 


45 The Author’s note: the origin of this treatise was a lecture that I held 
in one of the Masajid in Jeddah. And it was transcribed from a tape. And I 
made some modifications and some additions. And I made a preface and 
a conclusion. So I preferred that it remained in the style of a speech just as 
it was in the lecture, and Allah alone is the one who grants success. 


